GOVERNMENT   FOR   1IRAQ,
he had been forced out of every position from which he had
attempted, on the one hand, to mould 'Iraq along the lines he
believed to be best, administered and staffed in the best Anglo-
Indian traditions, and, on the other, to defeat the influence of
Arab Nationalists, the Western Arabia party and other doctrin-
aires. In his opinion, H.M. Government, in weakly giving way
to the policy advocated by such groups and in embracing a
literal application of the Anglo-French Declaration and the
League of Nation's mandatory system, had set out on a perilous
path, illumined only by the broken lights of sentimentalism.
He gave vent to these views in a telegram of June gth,*
dispatched before receiving the telegram from the Secretary of
State. In it he also pointed out that the failure of Great
Britain to maintain adequate troops and administrative officers
in 'Iraq had contributed to the growth of the opposition
prevailing in the country.2 He declared in conclusion:
We cannot maintain our position as mandatory by a policy
of conciliation of extremists. Having set our hand to the task
of regenerating Mesopotamia, we must be prepared to
furnish alike men and money and to maintain continuity of
control for years to come. We must be prepared, regardless
of the League of Nations, to go very slowly with constitutional
or democratic institutions, the application of which to
Eastern countries has been attempted of late years with such
a little degree of success. If His Majesty's Government regard
such a policy as impracticable or beyond our strength (as
well they may) I submit that they would do better to face
the alternative, formidable and, from the local point of view,
terrible as it is, and evacuate Mesopotamia.
His telegram brought to an end, in effect, the long struggle
between H.M. Government and the Acting Civil Commissioner
over policy for clraq. The alternatives he had proposed, control
1 Telegram No. 6948, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, June
9th, 1930.
2 Cf. his views expressed later: 'A substantial reduction in the military forces
in Mesopotamia during 1919 would have greatly facilitated the pacification of
the country.' Wilson, op. cit, p. 44.
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